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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


CALENDAR 


DECEMBER 
ascii) 


ANNIVERSARIES 


Ist, 1877: Opening of Moe - Morwell (115) 

Ist, 1882: Opening of Camberwell - Lilydale 
(110) 

2nd, 1907: First A2 (4-6-0) loco in service (85) 

4th, 1977: Last Nyora - Wonthaggi railcar 
service, operated with 34RM (15) 

10th, 1912: Opening of Jeparit - Lorquon (80) 

llth, 1922: Electrification of Oakleigh - 
Goce Springvale - Springvale Cemetry 
70 

13th, 1867: First Royal Train, for Queen 
Victoria’s son, HRH Duke of Edinburgh (125) 

13th, 1982: Completion of Ringwood - 
Bayswater track duplication (10) 

me ae Opening of Eaglehawk - Raywood 
110 

ane ree Opening of Toolondo - Kanagulk 
75 

eG aie Opening of Hamilton - Portland 
115 

19th, 1922: Electrification of Flinders St - Box 
Hill, Burnley - Darling, Hawthorn - Kew (70) 

20th, 1982: Start of trial run of Daylight Overland 
to Adelaide (10) 

24th, 1972: Hitachi stainless steel suburban trains 
commenced operation on St. Kilda line (20) 


7320 - No.4 State Car - Yarra Parlor Car will 
be on static display at the ARHS Museum 
over the Christmas - New Year period. 


JANUARY 1993 
fesse ss) 


ANNIVERSARIES 


Ist, 1893: Opening of Warracknabeal - Beulah 
(100) 

6th, 1978: Royal Silver Jubilee Exhibition train 
set out on tour of state (15) 

me ee Opening of Woomelang - Hattah 
90 

22nd, 1983: Opening of Parliament underground 
station (10) 

ae cae Box Hill to Ringwood electrified 
70 

30th, 1978: First Cavalcade of Transport display 
in Melbourne (15) 

30th, 1978: Unveiling of Transport Mural at 
Spencer Street station (15) 

30th, 1893: VR Spencer Street Administration 
Offices completed (100) 


FEBRUARY 
[esac so) 


ANNIVERSARIES 


Ist, 1878: Opening of Geelong Racecourse 
Junction - Geelong Racecourse (115) 

—, 1943: Closure of Robinvale - Koorakee (50) 

my 1968: Closure of Waubra Junction - Waubra 

25) 

3rd, 1973: Richmond Flyover commissioned (20) 

4th, 1973: Seymour Loco depot destroyed by 
floods (20) 

19th, 1898: Closure of Dunkeld - Penshurst (95) 

20th, 1973: Jolimont Sub-station ceased 
operation (20) 


ARHS MEMBERS’ LIBRARY 
Up platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. 

Visitors welcome. (03) 510 6146 


ARHS ARCHIVES 
Down platform, Windsor Station 
Open every Tuesday evening, 8-10 pm, 
February-December. Visitors welcome. 


PO 


PUBLIC TRANSPORT 
CORPORATION 
APPOINTMENTS 


On Wed.7.10 the following appoint- 
ments were announced by the new 
Minister of Transport after the Co- 
alition won government at the recent 
state elections: 


= Minister of Transport: Mr Alan 
Brown. 


= Chief Executive Officer: Mr John 
McMillan. 


= Director General: Mr Alan Reiher. 


It is Mr Reiher’s second time around in 
the department; he helped negotiate 
the agreement that brought Comeng 
trains to Melbourne in the 1980s. 


Mr Reiher left his last job as Director 
General of Transport under the then 
Transport Minister, Mr T Roper, in 
1986, to take up the position of 
Victoria’s Commissioner in North 
America for a five year term. 

In along public service career, he has 
been Director General of the Federal 
Works Department, Secretary of the 
Department of Housing and Construc- 
tion and Chairman of the Snowy 
Mountains Council. He was also Chief 
Commissioner of the NSW Public 
Transport Commission. 

Mr Reiher has the reputation of 
being a hard working technocrat — he 
collapsed from overwork in 1982, not 
long before he was appointed Chair- 
man of the Victorian Railways Board. 


A PRESIDENTIAL GREETING 


| have been invited by the editors of NEWSRAIL to contribute 
a Presidential Greeting. So it is with great pleasure, that on 
behalf of the Council of the Australian Railway Historical 
Society, Victorian Division, | extend a seasonal greeting to 


all readers of this magazine. 


We are justly proud of the 
high standard that is achieved by 
NEWSsRAIL and give full credit to 
all of the contributors and to the 
production committee for their 
efforts in producing a high 
quality and highly readable 
magazine every month. 

There have been considerable 
changes and improvements to 


NEwsRrall over the past year and 
we would all like to see this 
progress continue. This can be 
achieved by an expansion in the 


numbers of subscribers and 
through the continued support 
of the production team with 
articles, news items and 
photographs. 

If every subscriber could 
recruit one new subscriber, and 
every casual reader took out a 
subscription the future growth 
and success of NEWSRAIL would 
be assured. 

It is equally evident that the 
NEwSsRAIL Committee would be 


far happier if there was a 
consistent over-supply of 
material to be published. 
Material supplied by you, the 
readers. It would considerably 
lighten the production task, also, 
if every editor had an assistant 
ready to take over some of the 
editorial load. 


NEWSRAIL, and its predecessor 
Divisional Diary, have now 
been produced regularly since 
1957, and during that time there 
have been many historic hap- 
penings recorded in these pages. 
It is evident that more changes 
are likely to happen to our rail 
system. Your contributions will 
enable NewsRAlL to continue to 
record the evolution of the rail 
history of this State. 


Now is the time to record the 
events of today. Tomorrow may 
be too late! 


Ian Jenkin — President 
ARHS Victorian Division 


DRIVER-ONLY OPERATION 


Early in October, the PTC said the 
AFULE was stalling because the 
reforms meant job losses. PTC spokes- 
man, Mr Gary Turner, said ‘I believe 
the AFULE is stalling on the driver- 
only issue. We are sticking out to get 
this issue resolved but they keep com- 
ing back to us with more problems.’ 

The PTC has been forced to delay a 
six-month trial on the Geelong line 
despite sealing up an agreement three 
months ago. 


A press release Rail Reform in Vic- 
toria, released by the State Secretary of 
the AFULE, Mr M Kavanagh, states: 


‘The AFULE rejects claims by a PTC 
spokesman that this organisation is 
delaying reform of the rail industry in 
Victoria. We are conscious of our re- 
sponsibility to our members and the 
public of Victoria. That responsibility 
extends beyond the narrow financial 
confines that seem to bind the think- 
ing of some managers and includes the 
issue of safety. We will not partake in 
any changes that increase the risk to 
our customers or our members. 


In regards to the introduction of 
Driver Only Operation of country 
passenger services, the AFULE has 
co-operated fully with the PTC over 
the introduction of trials. This is not 
because of a desire to see the introduc- 
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tion of this type of operation but a 
recognition of the need for real reform 
within the rail system. There are 
however outstanding issues related to 
safety on which the AFULE and PTC 
disagree. 

The primary item of concern is the 
total incompatibility of V/Line and 
Met radio networks. There is no ability 
for drivers to communicate directly 
between systems in the event of an 
emergency. The V/Line system is 
nearly obsolete having been intro- 
duced in the early 1980s and only then 
as a result of a coronial inquiry. 

The Met radio system despite the 
advice and request of the AFULE for 
it to be able to communicate with the 
V/Line system, does not. In fact de- 
spite an $11.5 million cost, so far it 
often is not able to communicate with 
anyone. The AFULE firmly believes 
that any reduction in crewing levels 
can only occur if there is an appropriate 
improvement in communications. The 
PTC has made no commitment to pro- 
vide a radio system that is compatible 
within both parts of its own business. 

A number of other safety items have 
been raised by the AFULE. These 
include relocating signals so the driver 
can see them and various modifi- 
cations to the existing communi- 
cations systems to improve emergency 
response capabilities. The PTC has 


agreed to carry out these changes but 
expects trials to commence prior to 
them being carried out. 

The AFULE has not stalled on these 
issues. As soon as it became clear that 
these issues would not be resolved by 
negotiation the AFULE, not the PTC, 
took steps to have the outstanding 
issues dealt with by the Australian 
Industrial Relations Commission. 

That is the current situation in 
regard to DOO in Victoria. It should 
be noted that the only place that DOO 
has been introduced in Australia in 
main line operation is Queensland, 
between Brisbane and Rockhampton. 
It was introduced with all new loco- 
motives fitted with an all new (and 
expensive) in cab signalling assistance 
system. We know Victoria is broke but 
our lives (and yours) rely on us at least 
being able to see the signals.’ 


GOVERNMENT 
TRANSPORT POLICY 


Prior to its election, the Liberal Nati- 
onal Coalition released a comprehen- 
sive public transport policy document. 
Relevant sections are reproduced 
hereunder: 


Objectives — 

= Provide passengers and freight cus- 
tomers with a public transport ser- 
vice that is reliable and convenient, 


SS 


C510-839-931-C509 depart Dry Creek with No.9170, Adelaide to Melbourne goods, at 16 20 on Sun.11.10.92 M Warkins 


of which public transport users and 
employees can be proud. 


Cut public transport losses by tack- 
ling the fundamental inefficiencies 
in the public transport system. 


Increase public transport security 
and improve public transport safety. 


Create a Public Transport Corpor- 
ation organisation which will serve 
all Victorians. 


Effectively use Victoria’s transport 
resources across Melbourne and in 
our regional and country areas. 


Railway station security: Replace the 
PTIC’s Transit Patrol with Victoria 
Police, who will have full respon- 
sibility for law enforcement on the 
public transport system. 


Increase the presence of the Vic- 
toria Police on the system. 


Install alarms and video monitor- 
ing equipment at railway stations. 


Contract with the private sector 
to provide security parking for both 
cars and bicycles at railway stations. 


Encourage the private sector to 
commercially develop railway 
stations for retail, residential and 
office purposes, particularly where 
it will attract round-the-clock ser- 
vices, such as convenience stores. 


Develop programmes for mini- 
mising vandalism and graffiti, par- 
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ticularly those aimed at young 
people, who comprise the vast 
majority of those responsible for 
these offences. 


= Steam trains to Geelong: Assist rail- 
way preservation groups to provide 
a steam train service to Geelong, 
operating on weekends and public 
holidays. 

This should prove to be a very 
successful means of attracting family 
groups in particular to the sights 
and shopping of Geelong. 


= Rapid transit link to Tullamarine 
Airport: Evaluate all private sector 
proposals for providing this link 
which do not entail any form of 


public subsidy. 


= Public transport information: A 
user-friendly public transport sys- 
tem is one that keeps patrons 
informed. To ensure this is the case, 
route maps and timetables will be 
made available at railway stations 
and on all trams and buses. Public 
address systems will be used on 
trains to keep rail users informed 
of approaching stops. 


= Country and interstate passenger 
services: Support the transfer of 
Victoria’s share of interstate rail 
passenger services to a national rail 
passenger corporation. 


Seek to re-route the Indian 
Pacific rail service through Mel- 


a rr SM OS 
a 


bourne once the standard gauge to 
Adelaide has been completed. 

Support any serious private sec- 
tor initiative to re-activate interest 
in the visionary VFT concept. 


Rail freight: To ensure a cost-effec- 
tive intrastate rail freight operation, 
establish a self-contained rail freight 
business to be run along commercial 
lines. This business will be ration- 
alised to a stage where its revenues 
at least cover costs. 

Support the principle that V/Line 
freight services must either be fully 
commercial or subject to a specific 
community service contract. These 
contracts will only be agreed to 
where the V/Line service offered is 
the lowest cost alternative to meet 
the community need. Where con- 
tinued rail service is the lowest cost, 
rail operations will be retained: 
otherwise fixed-price contract road 
haulage will be arranged. 

Reform Victoria’s railway freight 
operations in line with the recom- 
mendations of the recent Industry 
Commission report into rail trans- 
port. In particular, it will encourage 
competition by allowing V/Line rail- 
way tracks to be used by other public 
and private organisations, subject 
only to capacity being available and 
negotiation of a commercial agree- 
ment which sets the prices and 
conditions for access. 


a 


C507-BL35-963 roll into Ararat with No.9169 goods to Adelaide on Sat.14.11.92 Graham Withers 
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THE A 


A RELIABLE WORKHORSE 


For 45 years, the A? class 


D.= 1992 will mark the 85th 
anniversary of the introduction to the 
Victorian rail service of one of the 
finest classes of steam locomotives to 
work the state system. On 2 December 
1907, A? class, Type 4-6-0, number 572 
took to the road for a scheduled ser- 
vice with wheels and superstructure 
painted Canadian red, with dark blue 
boiler bands, black firebox and white edging on both engine 
and tender panels. It was in its day a large and handsome loco- 
motive, with smooth lines and uncluttered appearance. _ 
It is true that I was not personally charmed by the A? class 
until the late 1920s but recall with fond memory, riding 
behind and observing many units of the class over the follow- 
ing thirty years. I well remember an A? hauling the Geelong 
Flier; lifting the Warrnambool and Port Fairy pass. with 
carriages in darkness up through the smoke filled Geelong 
tunnel (no electric lighting in the carriages and not worth 


. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
. 
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Sid Brown : 


: steam locomotives proved 
themselves reliable and 
: invaluable as general purpose : 
: engines on the Victorian 
rail system. 


lighting the Pintsch gas lights); power- 
ing the early morning paper trains; 
struggling with excessively long, heav- 
- ily laden passenger trains during the 
: World War 2 years and double-head- 
: ing The Overland in the post-war 
period due to the necessary build-up 
in the size of the train. The A? had a 
profound and lasting effect on steam 
locomotive practice and traffic operation on the Victorian rail 
system for almost half a century. 

While I am sure that all engine crews would not view the 
loco through the same rose-tinted glasses as myself, and 
could comment vehemently on the riding quality and nosing 
tendency of certain units, as well as crew comfort, however 
the A? class was certainly the best known of the whole roster 
of the Victorian Railways steam power. Over the years, it 
evolved into one of the most versatile and successful steam 
locomotives built in this country. 


Railfans are frequently encouraged to submit their articles, 
observations and photographs of today’s rail system, so that 
they can be published in ARHS NewsralL or Bulletin and 
become tomorrow’s history. It is to people such as the late 
John Buckland and R L Abbott, who submitted their writings 
for publication some thirty years ago, that I am indebted 
for so much valuable information to supplement my own 
memories. 


PASSENGER ENGINE DESIGN 


Until the beginning of this century in Victoria, express pas- 
senger locomotives had been typically British four-coupled 
wheel design with inside cylinders, such as the Beyer Peacock 
and Phoenix Foundry built A class 4-4-0s, supported by the 
much older B class 2-4-0s built between 1862 and 1880. New 
designs were definitely needed. 

At this time, the chief draughtsman in the locomotive 
design section of the drawing office at Newport Workshops 
was Swiss born Ernest Victor Siepen, who joined the VR in 
1886 and later became rollingstock engineer. It is to him that 
the design of the more powerful 4-6-0 engines is primarily 
attributed. 

In 1902, Newport produced the first DD 4-6-0 class loco- 
motive, and concurrently Siepen envisaged a much larger 
more powerful 4-6-0, altered in style with full width pressed 
steel cab and high level running plates — the A’. This latter 
was to be the new express passenger loco for service on the 
main lines. As we now know, over the years the original 
design was substantially modified and the class found almost 
universal use. 


THE A? ON TRACK 


Over the fifteen year period 1907-1922, 185 A? locomotives 
were constructed: 175 at Newport Workshops and 10 at 
Ballarat and Bendigo Workshops. 


The original unit is recorded as having two outside 
cylinders of 21 inch diameter and 26 inch stroke, 6 foot 1 inch 
diameter coupled driving wheels, and a high pitched well 
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proportioned Belpaire boiler with a total heating surface of 
2220 square feet operating at a pressure of 200 psi. The bogie 
tender had a capacity of 4460 gallons of water and five tons of 
coal. With its tender, the roadworthy weight was 109.25 ton 
of which 49.9 ton was adhesive. 


Class leader No.572 had one peculiarity which dis- 
tinguished it from its later classmates. It had a flat topped 
dome cover with noticeable reduction in diameter from 
crown to base. After a brief running-in period, it was tried on 
the heavy and important Sydney Express, which until then had 
been invariably double headed between Melbourne and Sey- 
mour. Minor modifications took place during further months 
of testing, such as improved attachment of cylinders to the 
frame and boiler support at the fire box end. The loco had 
good adhesion and showed little tendency to slip on starting, 
even under adverse conditions. 


On completion of testing and introduction to regular ser- 
vice, five more units were ordered and delivered by Newport 
Workshops in 1908. These were numbered 574, 576, 578, 580 
and 582. Thereafter further batches were constructed at 
Newport and issued to traffic; four in 1909, eleven in 1910 
and nineteen in 1911, all with even numbers. This practice of 
numbering passenger locos with even numbers and freight 
locos with odd numbers had persisted since 1860 but was 
abandoned in 1912. 

Fifteen more units were put into traffic in 1912, followed by 
five in 1913. These were the first VR passenger locomotives 
issued with odd numbers. Also in 1913, another forty five A’s 
were built with consecutive numbering, followed by twenty 
six more in 1914 and thirteen in 1915, completing a total of 125 
units. All of these had saturated steam boilers and Stephen- 
son valve gear located between the frames. 


On the first five locos, the Westinghouse brake compres- 
sor was mounted just ahead of the cab at the right hand side of 
the fire-box. About 1910, these were standardised with the 
units of later construction, with the compressor being 
relocated to the right side of the smokebox. 


A fine portrait of A? 956 ARHS Archives 
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LOCO CLASS: A? STEPHENSON 


— fy 


a 


10-103 


— 25'-4i" —_______.| 
& * Eng. wheel base. 


SR -7" 


63-64 Over coupler pull lines. 
8-17-2 8-/7-2 /7-0-O  17-3-0 /7-1-0 l2-4-0 2-4-0 1-2-3 12-2-3 
Engine 68-/9-0 Tender A8-/3-2 


Weight T ¢ @ 
Roadworth Total M7- /2-2 
Q 


Weight Engine 62-/0-0 T ¢ 
Empty Tota! B4-3-2 


Toro! whee! base. 


Tender 2/- 13-2 


ENGINE VALVE GEAR BOILER TENDER 
Cylinders (2) Stephenson piston valves .. 10” | Work. Press. 200 Ib. per sq. in. 


Tractive effort 4,700 galls. 


145 sq. ft. 
Tubes and flues .. 1,568 sq. ft. 
Superheater 341 sq. ft. 


2,054 sq. ft. 


Numbers of locomotives built at Newport Workshops 1907-1915: 816 to 939 inclusive = 124 total 


LOCO CLASS: A? WALSCHAERT OIL BURNING 


[eae ele (Fee 


| | | il 


aS Es 


Total Wheel Base 
63635 | 
ver Coupler Pull Lines 


Weigh? 10-2-2 /0-2-2 17-10-0 /7-4-0 /7-8-O 1-9-0 M-93-0 3-1-0 = 13-1-0 
BOOTY Engine 72-7-0 Tender 49-0-0 


Weigh? Engine 66-4-0 Tender 22-0-0 


Empty 


ENGINE VALVE GEAR BOILER TENDER 
Cylinders (2) Work. Press. 185 Ib. per sq. in. 1,500 galls. 
Tractive effort Grate area 4,700 galls. 


145 sq. ft. 

Tubes and flues .. 1,564 sq. ft. 
Superheater 331 sq. ft. 
2,040 sq. ft. 


Numbers of locomotives built: 
Newport Workshops 1915-1921: 940 to 972 inclusive, 983 to 999 Inclusive 


Ballarat Workshops 1921-1922: 973 to 977 inclusive 
Bendigo Workshops 1921-1922: 978 to 982 Inclusive = 60 total 


385 
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A local resident waits to cross the line as A? 990, deputising for a failed railcar, gets away from Maryborough 
with the 16 55 pass. to Castlemaine in 1960 Lindsay Crow 


THE SECOND SERIES 


In 1912, William Montgomery Shannon became Chief 
Mechanical Engineer and, under his direction, the A? design 
was developed and modernised. The changes included a 
superheater and redesigned cylinders and valve chambers to 
incorporate inside admission valves operated by outside 
Walshaert valve gear. The first of these locos issued to traffic 
in October 1915 was No. 983. However, due to wartime non- 
availability of superheater equipment from Britain, thirteen 
of the first fifteen built before 1916 were commissioned with 
200 psi saturated steam boilers. As superheater boilers 
became available within the next two years, they were 
changed over with the cylinders being enlarged to 22 inch 
diameter, the stroke remaining at 26 inch. The working pres- 
sure was reduced to 185 psi to give a tractive effort at 80% of 
maximum pressure of 25870 lb, approximately the same as 
the Stephenson variety which had inside valve and outside 
steam emission. 

Bogies, wheel sizes and wheelbase remained unaltered, but 
the weights were increased as follows: 


Front Bogie Stephenson 17.7 tons Walshaert 20.2 tons 
Coupled Wheels” 51.2 tons ” 52.15 tons 
Total Engine ” 68.9 tons ” 72.35 tons 

The tenders remained the same and interchangeable, 
weighing 45.75 tons to give a roadworthy weight of 114.65 
tons (Stephenson) and 118.1 tons for the Walshaert version. 
While the original A? tender carried 4460 gallons of water, the 
newer series employed self-trimming tenders carrying 4700 
gallons of water and six tons of coal. Later, tenders were stan- 
dardised, those with short frames being replaced. 

The sixty A*s making up the Walshaert series were com- 
missioned over a period of seven years from 1915 to 1922 with 
ten being built at Ballarat and Bendigo during 1921-22 and the 
remainder at Newport. Seven locos entered service in 1915, 
eight in 1916, eight in 1918, seven in 1919, ten in 1920, fourteen 
in 1921 and six in 1922. 


CLASSIFICATION CONFUSION 


As recorded above, the introduction of superheaters com- 
menced with the conversion of thirteen of the initial batch 


engines and was followed by change over of the earlier 
Stephenson locos. In 1923, the commissioners authorised a 
re-numbering programme in an attempt to identify super- 
heater from non-superheater versions of the A? as well as to 
rationalise and reduce the spread of engine numbers which 
were running at least as high as the 1070s. This involved 
re-numbering about two thirds of the class within the number 
group 800-999, with the sixty Walshaert series bearing num- 
bers 940-999. Converted Stephenson locos were allocated 
numbers in the 890-939 range, while saturated Stephenson 
units were numbered in the range 800-889. These latter were 
reclassified in 1929 as A‘. A proliferation of number and classi- 
fication swapping went on until 1949, when the last A! was 
converted to superheated A? and class A! was eliminated. 


SUCCESSFUL OPERATION AND 
REFINEMENT 


For almost forty five years, the A’s worked most interstate 
expresses, main line passenger and fast freight trains, on all 
of which they rendered efficient and reliable service. 

The so called ‘standard’ A? had evolved by the middle 
1930s as a result of much minor modification, but very few 
major alterations. The result was a machine much improved 
in fuel economy, performance and maintenance compared 
with the original 1907 and 1915 versions. This was demon- 
strated by considerable acceleration in schedules and the con- 
tinued use of these moderate powered locomotives on the 
heavier and faster trains. However, it would have to be admit- 
ted in this latter respect that there was a lack of alternatives as 
the VR had suspended location construction between 1931 
and 1937 due to the great depression. The numerous modifi- 
cations included the fitting of mechanical lubricators, exhaust 
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steam ejectors, feed water heaters, solid bushed big ends, 
turbo generators, Flaman speed indicators and recorders, and 
ultimately a modified front end and smoke lifters. 


WORLD WAR 2 AND THE AFTERMATH 


At the outbreak of World War 2, the VR was still wholly 
reliant on the ageing A?s for the haulage of most main line 
passenger and fast, light freight trains. Between 1925 and 
1935, thought had been given to the design and construction 
of a fleet of light to medium weight Pacific 4-6-2 locomotives, 
lighter that the four S class built between 1928 and 1930 for the 
Albury run. However, no authorisation for construction was 
received, so again it became the task of the much improved 
and modified A? to keep the wheels turning under increas- 
ingly difficult conditions of maintenance, poor fuel and 
frequent overloading. 

A major factor in the improved haulage of the loco was the 
modification of the front end during the 1930s. The modifi- 
cation was designed by Mr Edgar Brownbill, who later 
became VR Chairman of Commissioners. The development 
was based on work done by Dr Wagner of the German State 
Railways in varying tube and flue proportions, and the fitting 
of a self-cleaning smoke box designed originally for the 
American Railway Association. At very low cost, it trans- 
formed the performance of the A? and a number of the other 
classes of the then VR loco fleet from a pre-1925 standard to 
1930s international standard. 

The modification increased the maximum drawbar horse- 
power by approximately forty percent with superheated 
steam. Dynamometer tests during the 1950s indicated that the 
maximum drawbar horsepower of the A? class was 1040 at 20 
mph, 1150 at 30 mph, 1160 at 40 mph, 1100 at 50 mph, and 960 


A? 995 (now the ARHS museum engine) waits at Nyora for A? 994 to clear Lang Lang with the up Yarram 
pass. in October 1956. Note the different cow catchers Doug McLean 
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Saturday’s No.25 down Dimboola pass. was usually steam hauled from Ararat when this photo 
was taken with A? 932 on 15.3.58 Des Jowett 


at 60 mph. Horsepower at the rail would have been five to ten 
percent higher than at the drawbar. The maximum power at 
the rail for an A? on along climb would have been about 1200 
horsepower. 

By 1945, most units of the class required either replacement 
or major overhaul. Chronic shortage of good quality steam- 
ing coal, labour shortage and difficulty in recruiting trainee 
enginemen, plus the ready availability of oil fuel at a competi- 
tive price resulted in the commissioners’ decision to convert 
at least some of the fleet to oil-burners. In November 1945, 
No.942 was fitted with a steam atomiser type of oil-burner 
supplied from a 1400 gallon rectangular fuel tank mounted in 
the coal space in the tender. After brief testing, a standard 
burner arrangement was designed for conversion of A? fire- 
boxes to burn oil with minimum delay and cost, which would 
permit re-conversion to coal burning if required. 

Fifty six of the Walshaert series A?s, most of which had 
steel fireboxes, were converted. This number was barely suf- 
ficient to ensure continuation of minimum essential services. 
Some units of other classes were similarly converted. When 
oil burning appeared to be a permanent feature of continued 
steam operation, the equipment was modified to burn the 
cheaper heavy fuel oil, which necessitated the fitting of a 
steam heating coil in the fuel tank to reduce the viscosity of 
the heavy fuel and permit it to flow easily to the burner. Later, 
a 1500 gallon cylindrical tank was substituted to facilitate 
draining and cleaning. The reliability and superior steam rais- 
ing capacity of the oil fired boilers more than compensated 
for any temporary increase in fuel cost, when compared with 
performance on inferior quality coal in immediate post war 
years. Engine availability was improved by the elimination of 
lengthy stops to break up accumulations of clinker in fire- 
boxes and dumping ash enroute and at terminals. 


A NEW LIMITED LEASE OF LIFE 


The introduction of oil burning gave a new lease of life to 
the VR’s most famous locomotives. In addition most of the 
remaining steam locos had an integral water treatment unit 
fitted to the tender, together with a blowdown valve 
operated manually from the cab. The outlet valve discharged 


eee eececee 


into a centrifugal separator under the cab, with steam exhaust 
piped up the front of the cab. 

Two of the last most noticeable appearance changes were 
the fitting of the cast steel boxpox driving wheel centres to 
five of the remaining Walshaert series in 1947-1948, and the 
ignominious conversion in 1954 of six of the remaining 
Stephenson A’s to heavy duty shunting and pilot work in 
the Melbourne Yards. 


THE END OF AN ERA APPROACHES 


In the late 1940s, the A’s were beginning to be withdrawn 
from service in preparation for scrapping. Four came off the 
register in 1946. The first was No. 878 (originally No. 863) 
withdrawn in March after running more than one million 
miles in 33 years. It was followed by Nos. 916, 970 and 998. 
The deciding factor was not so much the age or mileage run, 
but the economics of repairing damage. Two engines were 
condemned in 1947, four in 1950, twelve in 1952, and no less 
than fifty-two in 1953 and thirty-six in 1954. These latter 
reflected the arrival of the new R class 4-6-4s, which them- 
selves were supplanted almost immediately by the B class 
diesel electrics from 1952. Withdrawals continued until, in 
September 1957, only thirty one A’s remained on the register 
seventeen Stephensons and fourteen Walshaerts, and of 
these half were held in storage. 


A REGRET AND A HOPE 


It is most regrettable that, like the four famous Pacific 
engines, the original A? No.572 (as No.825) was scrapped in 
September 1954, without any thought of retaining an import- 
ant part of our railway history. The last A? to be removed 
from service was No.986 on 2 December 1963, after travelling 
1,320,000 miles. After spending seven years in retirement at 
Newport Workshops, it was towed to Warragul where it was 
on public display for a number of years. This locomotive is 
now in the hands of Steamrail and we can but hope that in our 
time we will be fortunate to see one unit of this fine class of 
engine in steam again. 

We would then have a living memorial to @ reliable 
workhorse. 
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The 
— E\NGINEMAN’S LIFE — 


A hard day’s work described 


ROMANCE ELEMENT LACKING! 


Romance and the glamour 
of idealism have often been 


: here may have been times and 


countries in which the locomotive 
engineman had romantic possibilities 
before him, but in the 20th century, 
and in practical Victoria, he has little 
to look forward to except an endless 
round of hard work. 


No one day in the life of an engineman or fireman is exactly 
alike an other. There are so many contingencies to be dealt 
with, so many details, apparently unimportant, which have a 
vital effect on the running of the service, so many intricacies 
in the rules and regulations which have to be observed, that 
constant variety is infused into the work, and watchfulness 
and caution are necessary. The work of an engineman — in the 
service he is never known as an enginedriver, though he 
belongs to the Locomotive Enginedrivers’, Firemen and 
Cleaners’ Association — varies, of course, as he is put onto 
suburban or country passenger traffic, interstate express 
trains, or goods work. However, a run on a goods train from 


Melbourne to Seymour and back may be fairly typical of : 


the work that the men have to perform. 


EARLY TO RISE 


If an enginedriver has been booked on the roster to take 
charge of the 3.30 a.m. goods train to Seymour, his first 
waking knowledge for the day — it should be remembered 
that a railway employee’s ‘day’ may start at any minute 
in the 24 hours — is of being called by a ‘knocker-up’ at 
about 1 a.m. with the cry, ‘Halloa, there, 2.30 a.m. Seymour.’ 
This is provided that he lives within 1% miles of the railway 
sheds. If he is outside that radius, he has to rely on an alarm 
clock to waken him. He gathers his clothes and his kitbag, 
in which his wife has placed lunch overnight, and walks 
to the shed. 


Many of the men have as far as three miles to travel, while 
a moderate estimate gives an average walk of 14% miles. 


As the engine driver passes through the door at North 
Melbourne, a clerk notes his arrival, and he hurries to the run- 
ning sheet to find what engine has been allotted to him. This 
sheet is about 8 feet by 4 feet, and contains 850 names. New 
circulars and notices, which are frequently issued, have also 
to be studied carefully. 


Having ascertained the number of his engine, he examines 
the repair book for reports from the driver who had it 
on the previous day. Possibly he learns that the right-hand 
trailing box or the left-hand big end has been running hot; 
that the engine has been blowing off 10 Ib light; or that 


associated with the life of 
the railway engineman. 


Reprinted from 
the Herald Melbourne, 
Tuesday 20 January, 1914. 


- the piston and spindle have been 
- booked for packing. If these repairs 
- have been attended to they will 
: have been signed off by the mechanic 
: who has completed the job; but if 
: not, the driver will have to watch the 

engine carefully the whole day and 
nurse the injured parts. 


PRELIMINARY WORK 


Referring to a blackboard on which some 200 engines are 
recorded, he finds that the one he is to take out — call it 7722 
A’ — is located on B table. He knows that he has a heavy day 
before him. He takes the kit which each engineman is pro- 
vided, and places it on the engine. It consists ofall the necess- 
ary tools: a bucket, shovel, handlamp, oil kettle, spare oil cans 
and tallow pot. The average weight is 70 lb and has to be car- 
ried perhaps 100 yards. For many years the drivers have com- 
plained that it is not necessary to carry the kits to and from the 
engines before starting and after finishing a shift. They point 
out that there are boxes on the engine which could be used 
for that purpose. By this time the fireman has arrived, and he 
gives the driver a hand to lift the kit onto the engine. 


After greetings the early morning conversation is usually 
carried on somewhat after this style: 


Fireman: ‘Hullo! What kind of an engine do you call this? 
Couldn’t you get a better one” 


Driver: ‘Why? What’s wrong with her?” 


Fireman: ‘Oh, so and so had her yesterday, and it took him 
all his time to scratch through. Lost an hour. See how we 
get through when I put the lubrication into her. Why you'll 
burst her.’ 


SUPPLIES FOR ENGINE 


While this conversation has been going on the driver has 
tested the water in the boiler and examined the firebox. The 
fireman visits the stores, where he receives 2 pints of cylinder 
oil, 2 pints of bearing oil, 4 pint of oil for the lamps and a pint 
of kerosene for the head lights. He has to sign for each of the 
tins, and failure to do so at the end of the trip involves him in 
a penalty. The Westinghouse brakes have now to be supplied 
with air, and the driver starts the donkey pump for the pur- 
pose. Then the engine is thoroughly examined both out- 
wardly and from the pit beneath, and all parts are oiled. 


With the lamp lighted it would be thought that the engine 
would now be ready for the road. This is not the case, 


however, only about half the preliminary work has been 
done. Brakes having been tested and the speed recorder chart 
marked, the engine is taken onto the turntable and balanced. 


Here the cleaners have to push it 
around to the departure road — there 
are only two of them for the job, and 
the engine weighs 109 tons. The eng- 
ine is then backed to the loco signal 
box, known as the TR (Transporta- 
tion Requirements) point, where the 
signalman is informed of the destina- 
tion and the time of the train. From 
then onwards the engine driver is in 
the hands of the traffic branch. The 
loco yard is left and the engine passes 
into the goods yard, where the shunter 
is informed of the destination and 
gives the signal, ‘Righto, mate; set 
back down the level onto your train.’ 

As the engine slowly backs down 
the track, the men keep a lookout to 


find what kind of work they have in front of them. The fire- 
man is probably the first to discover it, and, with a diss- 
apointed air, he announces that there is a ‘swinging load 


of sheepies (sheep trucks).’ 
This means heavy going for 
the whole journey. 


RIGHT AWAY 


The guard, who completes 
the complement of the 
train’s crew, then arrives, 
takes the names of the 
driver and fireman and the 
number of the engine. He 
also informs them of the 
nature of the load and 
whether or not any road- 
side work is to be per- 
formed. The engine having 
been coupled to the train, 
the brakes are charged with 
air — they must show a pres- 
sure of 40 Ib to the square 
inch — and tested by two 
train examiners. These men 
inform the driver that 
everything is all right, and, 
maybe, that he has ‘30 
brakes and five pipes.’ 
Which, in plain English, 
means that there are 30 
trucks fitted with the West- 
inghouse brakes, while five, 
although not so equipped, 
have air pipes to connect 
them with the trucks in 
front and behind. Then the 
preliminaries for the 120 
mile journey have been 


completed, and ‘the right away’ signal having been received 
from the guard, the driver starts away. 


A maze of points and crossings has to be negotiated, and 
the utmost caution is necessary. However, the green lights are 
eventually picked up, and they indicate that the road is clear 
through North Melbourne Junction. Here a forest of signals 
is entered, and when it is safely traversed, the suburban area 


has been left behind. 


No word will be exchanged 
until the engine is pulled up 
under the water crane at 
Wallan. Having secured a 
fresh supply of water, the 
driver looks over the bearings, 
while the fireman cleans the 
spark arresters and puts in 
a strong fire. 


NEWSRAIL December 1992 ——— 


This has been an anxious time for the engine driver, but the 
fireman has been too busy to think of anything except his 
work. He has been building up his fire in preparation for the 


heavy grades to come. Oliver’s Bank — 
the first of these — tests the quality of 
the fireman and the stamina of the 
engine. With Wallan to reach in 100 
minutes, and, perchance, a strong side 
wind blowing, the crew knows that 
there is work ahead. 

Probably no word will be 
exchanged until the engine is pulled 
up under the water crane at Wallan. 
Having secured a fresh supply of 
water, the driver looks over the 
bearings, while the fireman cleans 
the spark arresters and puts in a 
strong fire. 

Off again, and Heathcote Junction 
is topped just as day is breaking. Here 
the falling grade begins, and steam is 


shut off. The train gathers momentum and rolls rapidly 
towards Kilmore East. Now the driver has to see that the 
speed does not exceed 40 miles per hour, and he pays 


close attention to the West- 
inghouse brake, while the 
fireman screws down the 
hand brakes. This continues 
until Broadford is passed, 
when the fireman has to 
prepare his fire for the 
momentum run at the big 
hill. 

The hill is topped and 
steam is again shut off 
while the train races down 
the grade to Lowry. Talla- 
rook is now almost in sight, 
and from there Goulburn 
Junction is made. At this 
point the train has to be 
slowed down to 15 miles 
per hour, so as to proceed 
along the single line — 
worked on the staff system 
— to Seymour. 


FORMALITIES 
AGAIN 


Here the formalities begin 
again. The engine is uncou- 
pled and runs forward to 
the signal-box, where the 
driver’s name and _ the 
number of the engine are 
noted. The engine is taken 
over the pit and to the coal- 
stage, where both driver 
and fireman put in half-an- 
hour’s heavy work. 


Then the engine is turned ready for the run home. What 


happens after that is on the knees of the gods. Perhaps a 


double-headed wheat train has to be brought home — and 
this is as arduous as any work that can be given an engine 
driver and fireman. 

Maybe, there is not sufficient loading to provide a consign- 
ment for the city, and in that case the men will be signed off 
for eight hours’ rest. 
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at work 


Right: A? 943 heads a 10 car Sydney 
excursion train on Wallan Bank. 29.8.36 
L G Poole Collection/ARHS Archives 


Below: The 08 40 Ballarat - Maryborough 
goods hauled by A? 986-N484 crosses 
Creswick Creek on 2.1.62 Lindsay Crow 
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Above: A? 945-R729 with a goods at Maryborough on 10.5.57 Geoff Grant/ARHS Archives 


Below: A? 995 plods up Clunes Bank towards Ballarat with a goods train in October 1962 
Don McLean 
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Above: The farewell to A? class tour train to Healesville on 1.12.63 is seen here at Lilydale on 


the return trip. It is interesting to compare this photo of Lilydale station with the one shown 
on page 70 of the March 1986 issue of NEwsRAIL John Woollett 


ecceccece 


Below: A? 986 and A? 995 on ARHS tour train to Ballan at Bacchus Marsh. 19.8.61 Don McLean 


ecoececoee 


A? 963 oil burner, sporting a square 
oil tank and an all welded tender, 
is serviced at North Melbourne 
ARHS Archives 
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Pilot locos A? 874 and 5390 go 
about their duties at Albury on 10.1.61 
Lindsay Crow 


A? 827 had been relegated to 
shunting duties and had accordingly 
been equipped with shunter’s boards 
when photographed in Newport yard 
in July 1956 Doug McLean 
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; Above: The 12 20 up Korumburra goods coasts down Bena Bank with A? 874 in charge on 28.9.61 
: Below: A Ballan goods makes a fine sight passing through Bungaree on 29.12.60 Both photos Lindsay Crow 
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— A NewsrAIL OPERATIONS Feature —— 


BLACK THURSDAY: 16 APRIL 1992 


+ 


h 


is day is accepted as the busiest day of the year for 


V/Line. Set out hereunder is a list of departures and arrivals, 
as scheduled, for the day at Spencer Street: 


Depart Destination 


04 00 
04 45 
05 45 
06 05 
06 31 
06 32 
06 54 
07 04 
07 07 


Bacchus Marsh 
Sunbury 

South Geelong 
Sunbury 
Sunbury 
Warragul 
South Geelong 
Seymour 
Sunbury 
Sunbury 
Kyneton 
Bairnsdale 
Dimboola 
South Geelong 
Albury 
Bacchus Marsh 
Bendigo 
Sunbury 
Warrnambool 
Inverloch 
Ballarat 

South Geelong 
Cobram 
Leongatha 
Traralgon 
Geelong 
Bacchus Marsh 
Geelong 
Albury 
Geelong 
Bendigo 
Ballarat 
Warrnambool 
Kyneton 
Geelong 

Sale 

Seymour 
Warragul 
Bacchus Marsh 
South Geelong 
South Geelong 
Sunbury 

South Geelong 
Bacchus Marsh 
Traralgon 
Cowes 
Bendigo 

South Geelong 
Leongatha 
Sunbury 
Ballarat 
Warragul 
Bacchus Marsh 
Seymour 
South Geelong 


Train No. 


8101 Empty DRC 
8001 DRC 

8207 

8003 Empty cars 
8005 

4015 Electric 

8213 

8213 DRC and trailer 
8009 DRC empty 
8007 

8011 

8407 

8105 via North Geelong 
8219 

8305 

8103 

8013 

8017 Empty H set 
8221 

4069 Electric to Dandenong 
8109 

8225 

8307 

8409 

8411 

8227 

8111 DRC 

8229 

8311 

8231 

8025 

8115 

8235 

8021 

8237 

8415 

8315 DRC 

4067 Electric (ex Flinders St) 
8119 DRC and trailer 
8239 

8241 

8029 

8243 

8121 

8421 

4025 Electric to Dandenong 
8031 

8247 

8433 

8033 

8123 

4069 Electric (ex Flinders St) 
8125 

8319 

8253 


Depart Destination 


16 42 
16 56 
16 58 
17 00 
17 11 
17 11 
17 15 
17 15 
17 19 
17 22 
17 33 
17 40 
17 41 
17 42 
17 45 
17 47 
17 50 
17 58 
18 03 
18 15 
18 18 
18 23 
18 30 
18 30 
18 38 
18 45 
19 15 
19 20 
19 30 
19 55 
20 00 
20 15 
20 20 
20 27 
20 30 
20 35 
20 45 
20 55 
21 00 
21 30 
21 35 
21 40 
22 15 
22 30 
23 30 
Atrive 
06 07 
06 30 
06 32 
06 36 
06 40 
07 08 
07 09 
07 13 
07 30 
07 32 
07 35 
07 38 


Kyneton 
Geelong 
Traralgon 
Bacchus Marsh 
Kyneton 
Dimboola 
Albury 

South Geelong 
Sunbury 
Bacchus Marsh 
Seymour 
South Geelong 
Warragul 
Ballarat 

Swan Hill 
Bacchus Marsh 
Kyneton 
Bacchus Marsh 
Warrnambool 
Cobram 

South Geelong 
Bairnsdale 
Sunbury 
Seymour 
Bacchus Marsh 
Bendigo 
Warrnambool 
Sunbury 

South Geelong 
Albury 

Sydney 
Bendigo 
Dimboola 
Traralgon 
Mildura 
Geelong 
Albury 
Seymour 
Adelaide 
Geelong 
Bacchus Marsh 
Sunbury 
Mildura 
Geelong 
Geelong 


From 


Bacchus Marsh 
Geelong 
Sunbury 
Bacchus Marsh 
Mildura 

South Geelong 
Seymour 
Kyneton 
Bacchus Marsh 
South Geelong 
Adelaide 
Warragul 


8255 

8423 (ex Flinders St) 
8127 

8039 

8133 

8321 

8261 

8041 

8129 

8323 

8263 

4083 Electric (ex Flinders St) 
8131 

8043 

8145 

8051 

8135 DRC and trailer 
8265 

8327 

8271 

8431 

8063 

8329 DRC and trailer 
8137 

8067 

8259 

8069 DRC 
8275 

8331 

8625 

8071 

8139 

8437 

8143 

8279 

8349 

8333 

8141 

8281 

8147 DRC 
8073 DRC 
8149 

8287 

8289 


Train No. 


8102 

8202 

8004 DRC and trailer 
8106 DRC and trailer 
8110 

8206 

8302 

8008 

8112 

8210 

8120 

4008 Electric 


Arrive 
07 42 
07 48 
07 50 
07 53 
08 01 
08 04 
08 15 
08 17 
08 20 
08 23 
08 31 
08 31 
08 34 
08 37 
08 40 
08 47 


08 50 
08 50 
08 54 
08 55 
09 10 
09 20 
09 23 
09 28 
09 30 
09 52 
10 04 
10 05 
10 28 


10 40 
10 46 
10 49 
10 50 
10 50 
11 00 
11 04 
11 08 
11 40 
11 47 
12 00 


12 26 
12 35 


1 


P18 with the 10 35 up Seymour pass. between Tallarook and Broadford on Good Friday, 17.4.92 Gavin McLaughlin 


From 


Geelong 

South Geelong 
Bacchus Marsh 
Sunbury 
Seymour 
Kyneton 
South Geelong 
Bacchus Marsh 
Sunbury 
Ballarat 
Traralgon 
Seymour 
South Geelong 
Bacchus Marsh 
Kyneton 

Lang Lang 


South Geelong 
Sunbury 
Leongatha 
Bendigo 
Sydney 
Ballarat 
Traralgon 
Cobram 
Sunbury 
Warrnambool 
Bairnsdale 
Albury 
Inverloch 


Sunbury 
Bacchus Marsh 
South Geelong 
Dimboola 
Warragul 
Swan Hill 
Traralgon 
Seymour 
South Geelong 
Kyneton 
Cowes 


Bacchus Marsh 
Geelong 
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From 


Ballarat 
Bendigo 
Geelong 
Geelong 
Leongatha 
Traralgon 
Geelong 
Warrnambool 
Albury 
Bairnsdale 
Ballarat 
Kyneton 
South Geelong 
Bacchus Marsh 
Cobram 

South Geelong 
Sunbury 
Seymour 
Bendigo 
Bacchus Marsh 
Warragul 
Dimboola 
South Geelong 
Sunbury 

South Geelong 
Sunbury 

South Geelong 
Geelong 
Albury 

Sale 

Sunbury 
Seymour 
Ballarat 
Bendigo 
Geelong 
Warrnambool 
Bacchus Marsh 
Sunbury 
Bacchus Marsh 
Geelong 
Geelong 
Seymour 
Sunbury 


Train No. 


8134 

8046 

8244 

8246 

8424 

8428 (ex Flinders St) 
8248 

8256 

8318 

8432 

8140 

8054 

8258 

8142 DRC and trailer 
8324 

8260 

8058 

8322 DRC 

8052 

8144 

4072 Electric 
8146 

8264 

8056 

8268 

8064 

8278 Empty cars 
8276 


8334 

8438 

8060 Empty DRC and trailer 
8338 

8148 

8062 

8282 

8286 

8154 DRC and trailer 
8070 

8158 Empty cars 
8288 Empty cars 
8290 

8340 DRC 

8074 DRC 


Additionally, there were 21 bus departures and arrivals from 


Train No. Atrive 
8214 13 00 
8216 13 24 
8114 13 30 
8012 14 35 
8304 15 04 
8018 15 17 
8220 15 30 
8116 15 37 
8020 16 05 
8118 16 19 
8406 16 20 
8306 16 42 
8224 16 47 
8104 16 48 
8022 17 06 
4614 Electric from 17 22 
Dandenong 17 24 
8226 17 28 
8024 DRC and trailer 17 33 
8408 17 50 
8026 17 51 
8616 17 52 
8122 17 57 
8410 18 10 
8308 18 46 
8030 19 02 
8236 19 12 
8412 19 30 
8310 19 36 
4030 Electric from 19 42 
Dandenong 20 10 
8034 20 23 
8124 20 36 
8238 20 41 
8130 20 48 
4030 Electric 20 58 
8038 21 04 
8420 21 14 
8314 DRC and trailer 21 39 
21 50 
8240 
22 16 
8040 22 26 
4028 Electric from 
23 02 
Dandenong 
8132 DRC 
8242 


the bus park bays adjacent to Spencer Street station. 
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OPERATIONS 


An overview of recent sightings and observations 


GENERAL 


COUNTRY VICTORIA VISIT: 
A NSW enthusiast recently visited 
Victoria and recorded his 
observations: 


= Wodonga, Sun.27.9: A70, T379, 
X33, X48, Y119, RT47. 
® Echuca, Mon.28.9: X36-T392 on an 
up goods, RTS52. 
Rochester, Tues.29.9: RT20. 
Bendigo, Tues.29.9: T360, 1367, 
1372, Y138. 
Maryborough, Tues.29.9: G539 
awaiting a crew to run a down 
goods. 
Ballarat, Wed.30.9: Y174 shunting 
at the station and a visit to the 
loco depot revealed K190 in 
steam, S307 being moved out of 
shed by RT21, G515 in for service, 
1378 off the ASW train with BG1 
and T363 and 1394 in storage. 
RT28, RT30 and RT34 appeared 
to be spare. Service Now RT12, 
RT28, RT30 and RT34 were in the 
vicinity of the turntable. 


Dimboola, Fri.2.10: C507 
(shutdown), RT18. C502 arrived 
later on a down goods and 
collected C507 before proceeding. 
= Ouyen, Fri.2.10: G539-G538 
attached vans to the front of the 
up Cowangie goods then departed 
at 11 40. Shortly after, at Carwarp, 
G516-G528 were noted shutdown. 
Fri.2.10: RT25 awaiting repair at 
Red Cliffs and RT29 at Irymple. 
® Mildura Fri.2.10: Y108 shunting 
and G541 shutdown. 
= Sun.4.10: RT14 at Swan Hill, RT42 
at Boort, RT19 at Kerang and 
RT50 at Deniliquin. (Refer 
question in Taildisc). 


WEST — Ararat - Portland - 

Wolseley - Adelaide 

ADELAIDE: 

9143 (MA3) Melbourne Yard - 

Islington superfreighter: 

Tues.6.10: X46-BL28-22 wagons 
arrived 06 30. 

Wed.7.10: BL32-16 container wagons 
arrived 06 52. 


Sat.10.10: BL30-16 container wagons 
arrived 06 52. 

Wed.14.10: BL26-16 container wagons 
through Dudley Park at 06 45. 

Thurs.15.10: BL35-16 container 
wagons through Ovingham at 
06 52. 

Sat.17.10: BL35-16 container wagons 
arrive 06 40. 

9144 (AM6) Islington - Melbourne 

Yard superfreighter: 

Mon.5.10: Labour day amended 
timetable saw BL32-16 container 
wagons and empty flats through 
North Adelaide at 13 50. 

9145 (MAS) Dynon - Islington 

superfreighter: 

Sun.11.10: X47-BL26-BL28-37 wagons 
through Dudley Park at 08 25. 

9146 (AMS) Islington - Dynon 

superfreighter: 

Thurs.1.10: BL26-BL30 through 
North Adelaide at 16 25, 20 early. 

Mon.5.10: BL29-703-27 wagons 
through Dudley Park at 16 05, 

35 early. 


Eee 
An interstate express goods would normally have X class locos rostered ‘in the shafts’. However, on Sat.27.6.92, 
X45 and X52 lead C508 seen here departing Inverleigh with No.9169 goods Kelvin Russell 


wicks re! ety, 


G526-G534 cross the high 


Mon.12.10: BL33-BL32-27 wagons 
through Mile End at 15 53, 
70 early. 


9148 (AM7) Islington - Dynon 

superfreighter: 

Sat.17.10: G521-BL35-35 wagons 
departed 18 30, 15 late. 


9149 (MA3) Dynon - Dry Creek 

goods; 

Sun.4.10: BL33-BL27-BL29-40 wagons 
arrived 07 50. 


9150 (AM3) Dry Creek - Dynon 

goods: 

Sat.10.10: BL28-X46-C503-44 wagons 
departed 19 10, 50 early. 


Sat.17.10: C502-C507-C506-48 wagons 
departed 18 35, 85 early. This is 
the first occasion steel slabs have 
been sighted on this train. The 
train later departed Tailem Bend 
302 late but the reason is 
unknown. 


9170 (AM2) Dry Creek - Melbourne 

Yard goods: 

Sun.4.10: C509-C503-C510-53 
wagons, including steel slabs, 
departed on time at 15 45. 

Mon.5.10:.BL27-BL33-702-701-47 
wagons, mainly steel slabs, 
through the parklands at 14 25, 
about 120 late. 
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Sun.11.10: C510-839-931-C509-45 
wagons departed 16 15, 30 late. 


Mon.12.10: BL29-BL27-934-45 
wagons through Kilburn at 13 25, 
65 late. Trouble was experienced 
counting the consist because 934 
was smoking so badly. 


Sun.18.10: G543-C501-C510-53 
wagons departed 15 55, 10 late. 


Dry Creek Motive Power Centre 
(MPC): 


Sun.4.10: C503, C509, N467. 


Sun.11.10: C507 (skidded wheels), 
C509, C510, N475, T401, X47. 


Sun.18.10: C501, C510, G543, N453, 
T401, X54. 


Snippets: 


= 961 is in service again. It has been 
repaired with parts obtained from 
955 which is unlikely to return to 
traffic. 


= ANI proceeded to Port Augusta 
on Mon.12.10 in company with 
DL37-EL52. 


= The MPC turntable has subsided 
and is making movements 
difficult. Broad gauge locos are 
being turned on the Dry Creek 
triangle and standard gauge locos 
run to Mile End for turning. 


way at Emu at 10 12 with No.9137 goods to Ouyen on Mon.9.11.92 Graham Withers 


Ce ee 


NORTH WEST — Mildura 


MILDURA NEWS: G class locos 
were the sole class of motive power 
for goods trains observed from 
Wed.9.9 to Tues.13.10. Wed.14.10 
saw the return of X and X-T 
cornbinations. 

The rostering of G class locos on 
Mildura goods services reduced the 
number on weekend layover. 
Previously up to six locos were on 
hand but the norm is now a G, N 
and Y class. 

Automatic Safeworking (ASW) 
trials were carried out on the 
Mildura line during September and 
October. Six light locos were used 
on weekend trials to test equipment. 
Trials were also conducted on the 
Dunolly - Robinvale and the Korong 
Vale - Kulwin lines. 

ASW equipment has been 
installed in the Mildura station 
safeworking room. The new outer 
home signal for down trains has not 
yet been commissioned. 

During October, staff under the 
supervision of the Mildura sub-depot 
foreman, began to conduct ‘A’ 
examinations on rollingstock. This 
involves checking triple valves, air 
hoses, draught gear, and minor 
repairs. 
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T401 shunts the Koala sand siding near Lang Lang at 16 35 on Fri.10.4.92 Ian Woollett 


An air compressor has been 
provided and the examinations will 
be carried out on the former ‘river 
road’ which has been designated a 
repair siding. This siding is protected 
from yard shunting movements by a 
locking bar with the key held by the 
sub-depot foreman and train 
examiners. 

This progressive move will enable 
greater productivity from Mildura 
staff and significantly reduce wagon 
time out of service. ‘B’ examinations, 
involving wagon lifts, will continue 
to be conducted at workshops. 

A notice in the local press on 
Sat.24.10 advised that all inquiries for 
freight and parcels at Red Cliffs, after 
Mon.26.10, should be directed to a 
local business. Passenger inquiries 
were to be directed to a second local 
business and all other inquiries were 
to be directed to the SM Mildura. 

In preparation for the closure of 
Red Cliffs signalbox, derails and 
wheel crowders rodded to point 
levers are being fitted to sidings and 
will replace the double-wire pull 
mechanism. 

The former branch line turnout to 
Morkalla, which has remained in the 
main line, was removed during 


October. The Ampol siding has had 
a high wire fence with locked gates 
erected around it. 


NORTH EAST — 
Cobram - Albury 


WODONGA: The following 
observations were noted at 
Wodonga loco depot and the well 
used rail sidings of the businesses 
using the broad gauge rail facilities: 
® Sun.20.9: A70, A81, T399, X33, 
X50, Y119, RT47 at the loco 
depot. 1xNOBX loaded with scrap 
steel at Bradken siding. 5x VI'QF- 
VTQZ at Shell siding. 5xVTQF at 
Ampol siding. 9x VPAX at 
Australian Cement siding. 
4xVPAX at Blue Circle cement 
siding. 2xVZTX sleeper wagons at 
Pivot siding. 
® Sun.27.9: N468, T379, X33, X48, 
Y119, RT47 at the loco depot. 
1xVOCX loaded with scrap steel 
at Bradken siding. 4x VTQF-VTQZ 
at Shell. 5x VTQF at Ampol. 
7xVPAX at Australian Cement. 
3xVPAX at Blue Circle cement. 
Sun.4.10: A70, H5, X37, X50, Y119, 
RT47 at the loco depot. 1IxNOBX- 
1xVOFX at Bradken. 5x VTQF- 
VTQZ at Shell. 7xVTQF at Ampol. 


8xVPAX at Australian Cement. 
2xVPAX at Blue Circle Cement. 
® Sun.11.10: A77, X40, X48, Y119, 
RT47 at the loco depot. IxNOBX 
at Bradken. 6xVIQF-VTQZ at 
Shell. 9x VTQF at Ampol. 
1lxVPAX at Australian Cement. 
7xVPCX at Blue Circle Cement. 


Of special note at the bogie 
exchange, apart from numerous 
VLCX, were 7x VHHX-4xVHGX 
grain hoppers loaded with barley ex- 
Wycheproof for Toowoomba Qld. 
The barley will travel over three 
gauges! 

MANGALORE: Sightings as 

follows: 

Fri.9.10: T374 on an up Goulburn 
Valley ballast at 13 45. 

Wed.14.10: H5 up light engine at 
09 50 returning at 16 23. 

Sat.17.10: A60-X36 on an up Albury 
Pass. at 08 38. 

Sun.18.10: 58RM on a down 
Wangaratta special at 10 35 
returning at 18 45. 

Wed.21.10: N470 on a down special 
pass. at 11 12. Consist included 
Moorabool and one container flat. 
Returned at 12 05. 

Fri.23.10: T369 down light engine. 


STANDARD GAUGE 


MANGALORE: During October a 
feature was the double heading of 
locos on the Melbourne/Sydney 
Express. 


Sun.4.10: G518-G519 on the Sydney 
Express at 21 32. 

Tues.6.10: 8179-8178 on the 
Melbourne Express at 07 35. G525 
on a down special pass. at 09 10. 

Thurs.8.10: G527 on a down ballast 
at 07 58. 

Sun.11.10: G520-8168 on the 
Melbourne Express at 07 32. 

Mon.12.10: 8172-C504-G527 on a 
down goods at 18 09. 

Wed.14.10: 8177-8174 on the 
Melbourne Express at 07 33. G520 
on a down special at 12 40. 
Consist of one sleeper car and one 
container flat. 

Thurs.15.10: 8166-Dynamometer Car 
on an up goods at 06 52. 

Sun.18.10: G527-G517 on the 
Melbourne Express at 07 34. 

Wed.21.10: 8183-8181-8182 on a down 
goods at 18 10. 

Fri.23.10: G525 down light engine at 
06 49, returning at 13 09. 
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TOTTENHAM YARD: On Tues. 
29.9 the following sightings were 
recorded: 

06 55: BL30-703-28 wagons. Islington 
- Dynon superfreighter (9146). 

07 24: 8174-G527-34 wagons. Sydney 
- Melbourne superfreighter (3175). 

08 19: G517-6 wagons. Down 
Somerton shunt (3342). 

08 37: G511. Light engine from either 
Sunshine or Brooklyn. 

08 46: BL27-16 wagons. Islington - 
Melbourne superfreighter (9144). 

08 46: T396-2xAOOX-4xABFX. 
Tottenham Yard -Dandenong 
goods (9537). 

08 54: G523-14 cars. Melbourne 
Express. 

09 51: 8170-G518-22 wagons. Cooks 
River - Dynon superfreighter 
(3177). 

10 04: X33-20 wagons. Tottenham 
Yard - Long Island goods (9529). 

10 10: X52-G526-16 wagons. Long 
Island -Tottenham Yard goods 
(9522). Coils for 9169. 

10 39: G517-NCDY-NCWF- 
2xNOBX-VOCX. Up Somerton 
shunt (3343). 


10 45: BL32-701. Islington - Dynon 
superfreighter (9148). 

10 47: G529-C503-C509-65 wagons. 
Dynon - Port Adelaide goods 
(9169). 

14 06: G534-X36-22 wagons (steel 
slabs). Tottenham Yard - Long 
Island goods (9531). 

15 32: X35-15 wagons. Bandiana - 
Melbourne broad gauge 
superfreighter (2390). 

16 35: X47-X51. Geelong - Traralgon 
goods (9430). 

17 05: G518-8170-31 wagons. Dynon 
- Chullora superfreighter (3194). 

Notes: 

= NSW and Qld loading from the 

Mt Gambier - Dynon goods 

(9192) is detached at Brooklyn and 

attached to the Corio - Wodonga 

block oil for bogie exchange at 

Bandiana. 

Burnt paper from an ABFX set, 

alight by vandals on Sun.27.9, was 

being transferred into 2xVOBX 
for return to the Snuggery paper 

mill for recycling. 

The Tottenham Yard - Dande- 

nong goods was run by 1396, a 

loco that had been reported as in 

storage in September NEWSRAIL. 


The 18 30 down Seymour pass. rolls through Kensington on Wed.5.2.92 hauled by B61 and a T class David Hill 
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A monthly update of Locomotive and Rollingstock news 


NI Motive Power Centre 
ON enn ne 


CE rosa Zi 


T401 at the Motive Power Centre, Dry Creek, for evaluation by Australian National. It is believed five more units 


will shortly be on their way to South Australia M Watkins 


LOCOMOTIVES 


DRC: All four DRCs operated during 
September, however, DRC42 was 
operating on only one engine. 


RT35: This tractor has been at Ken- 
sington silo for over 12 months. 
Although painted in V/ Line livery it is 
hardly identifiable under the extensive 
graffiti. A cage, erected to secure the 
tractor, was built about one month 
after the vandals struck. 


A CLASS: A60, A62 and A77 were 
under repair at Dynon as at Fri.23.10. 

A71 is in storage. 

A73 and A79, involved in a collision, 
are at Newport Workshops. As at 
Fri.2.10 A73 was in the paint shop and 
A79 was still in the loco shop having 
damaged sections cut out and replaced 
from stored B class locos. 

A81 was repainted at Ballarat Work- 
shops by Fri.23.10. 

A78 was repainted at Ballarat Work- 
shops and returned to traffic, replacing 
B75, by Fri.16.10. 


A85 is restricted to second unit 
running. 


B CLASS: As at Tues.27.10 only B61 
and B76 were in service. 

Of the 15 locos not converted to A 
class, their disposition, as at Tues. 
27.10, was as follows: 


B61 and B76 in service. 

Bg0: Under repair. 

B64, B65 and B75 in store at Dynon. 

B74 under restoration at Seymour. 

B83 at the ARHS Museum. 

B63 and B72 at Steamrail. 

B82 stored unserviceable at Newport 
Workshops. 

B67, B68, B69 and B84 have been 
scrapped. 


G CLASS: As at Fri.27.10, G516, G521 
and G526 were removed from the 
standard gauge. 


S CLASS: As at Tues.27.10, the re- 
mainder of the class were stored as 
follows: 


Traralgon: $301, $311, $313. 
402 


Ballarat: $307. 

Bendigo: $306, $310, S317. 

Dynon: $300, $302, $312. 

Newport Workshops: S309 (unser- 
viceable). 

Seymour: $303 (preserved for restor- 
ation). 

South Dynon Training Module: $308 
(re-classified $308). 


T CLASS: T389: This loco was noticed 
at Spotswood, for scrapping, on 
Sun.20.9. 

T401 was despatched to Adelaide for 
evaluation on Sat.10.10. AN are con- 
templating either hiring, leasing or 
buying at least six of the class for use 
on their broad gauge lines. 


NSW 81 CLASS: 8166 to 8184 are 
authorised to operate in Victoria. 8167, 
8172, 8175, 8177, 8179, 8181, 8182, 8183 
and 8184 are all painted in Freight- 
Rail blue and gold livery with the 
remainder still in SRA candy. 8184, 
although authorised, is not approved 
by the AFULE for Victorian operation 
because it has different seating. 
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PUFFING BILLY RAILWAY 


Wright Road level crossing is now in 
place and the track runs about 75 m 
beyond it. The crossing has been fitted 
with wooden pit logs, cattle grids and 
fencing. The first train crossed Wright 
Road on Sat.22.8. 

Work has commenced on replacing 
the Gembrook Main Road level cross- 
ing in preparation for extension of the 
track a further 850 m to Orchard Road. 
Locomotive report: 
3A: At Emerald. 
6A: At Belgrave but hoped to com- 

mence work to return it to traffic 

following completion of work on 
12A. 

7A: In traffic. 

8A: The boiler has been re-tubed and 
replaced in the frames. The cab has 
been fitted and lagging and cladding 
is underway. 

12A: Side rods, brasses, buckles, injec- 
tors and associated pipework, valve 
gear and the cab have been fitted. 

14A: In traffic. 

G42: Little progress. 

1694: In traffic. 

NRT1: The motor has been repaired 
and load trials are being conducted. 

D21: In traffic. 

Peckett: In traffic. Because NRT is out 
of traffic, Peckett is still assigned to 
yard pilot duty at Emerald. 


ARHS MUSEUM 


Following is the first of a series of 

items from the museum covering ex- 

hibits, news and details of that most 

important factor — the volunteer 

worker. 

30th Anniversary of the museum: 

On Sunday 22 November, the museum 

celebrated the anniversary of its official 

opening in 1962. 

New Exhibits: 

795M Harris motor: Being repainted. 

903M (Grey Ghost): Rebuilt Harris 
motor 744M. 

471M double ended Tait motor: This 
car was almost complete just after 
Christmas 1991 but virtually all fit- 
tings, including controllers, were 
stolen whilst the car was subse- 
quently in Newport Workshops. It 
will be restored by the Seymour 
Loco Steam Preservation Group. 

No.36 Crane: A five-ton shunting 
crane built by Thos Smith & Sons 


News from the preservation scene 


(Rudney), Leeds England in 1929. 
It is being repainted. 


Work in progress: 


22RM Walker railmotor: Restoration 
on this 153 hp motor continues. 
Both the engine and gearbox have 
been completely overhauled. 

14 foot turntable: This small turntable 
is to be removed from Spotswood 
workshops and re-installed at the 
museum. 


Repainting: The following items will 
need to be repainted this summer. 

No.36 Crane, B83, L1150, C10, K165, 
D3 635, 55RM, N432, 8M. All offers of 
assistance would be appreciated. The 
large number requiring repainting has 
been caused by the necessity to remove 
asbestos as well as the added new 
exhibits. 


Personnel: Messrs Ian Lornie and 
Tom Precious, two valuable members, 
are recovering from surgery and they 
are wished well. Mr Bob Bishop, a 
gatekeeper for many years died on 13 
October. Two junior members, Travis 
Moore and Andrew Kennedy render 
considerable assistance. Travis keeps 
the grounds tidy and Andrew runs the 
miniature F class loco every fourth 
Sunday. A not so junior member, Mr 


: Jim Seletto, renders worthy assistance 


in the maintenance of the garden. 
T413 BUILDER’S PLATE 
STOLEN 


Sometime between Tues.22.9 and 
Wed.30.9, builder’s plate, Model 


No.68 — Serial No. 56-107, from T413 *: 


was stolen whilst the locomotive was 
in Tottenham Yard. 

It must be assumed an enthusiast 
was responsible and the senseless theft 
brings the whole movement into dis- 
repute. 

Should any reader have any know- 
ledge of the whereabouts of the plate, 
or identity of the offender, the infor- 
mation can be relayed to NEWSRAIL 
or Steamrail. Anonymity will be re- 
spected. 


GEELONG STEAM 
PRESERVATION SOCIETY 


MG was withdrawn from service for the 
annual boiler inspection which it sub- 
sequently passed. Whilst out of traffic 
considerable mechanical maintenance 
was carried out. 


V1209 was withdrawn from service 
upon the return of M6 and work is to 
be done on the rear pony truck, steam 
turret, both injectors, turbo-generator 
and valves. 


Appeal: The society has managed to 
track down broad gauge bogie louvre 
vans VLBF110 and VLBF127. Apart 
from the fact they represent an impor- 
tant part of the railway scene as oper- 
ating museum exhibits, they also fulfil 
a useful function as secure storage for 
valuable spare parts and equipment. 

Cost of each van and suitable 3’ 6’ 
bogies is $1000 each and donations are 
being sought towards an appeal target 
of $2500 to cover the cost of the vans 
plus transport to Queenscliff. 

A major plant purchase from the 
PTC has taken place. A large Macson 
lathe from Bendigo Workshops has 
been obtained along with a mimic 
tracer, copying device and other 
attachments. The machine, weighing 
about 14 500 kg was last used for 
wheel turning and will be an invaluable 
acquisition. 

As well as the lathe a pedestal 
grinder, a press, and two air brake test 
benches were also purchased. 
Membership: Inquiries regarding 
membership of the society can be 
directed to Mr M Thorburn, PO Box 
166, Queenscliff 3225. 


TAIT TRAIN 


The manager Tourist Railways and 
Heritage Liaison has advised that the 
four-car restored Tait train, 381M- 
317M-208T-230D, has been transferred 
to the Seymour Loco Steam Preser- 
vation Group for storage, maintenance 
and transfers to and from Melbourne. 
The train is no longer under the care 
of ElecRail. 


NEWS EDITOR 
REQUIRED 
This position will shortly 
become vacant and NEWSRAIL 
urgently seeks applications from 
interested persons who would 


like to take on this important 
role. 

A personal computer, printer 
and appropriate software will 
be provided. 

Please contact (057) 82 2185 
for further details. 
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A round-up of News, Tenders and items from the Weekly Operational Notices 


WORKS 


Albury South: A dragging detector for 
down and up trains has been installed 
on the standard gauge line, adjacent to 
the Albury South down home signal, 
located on the Melbourne side of the 
Murray River bridge. 

A red indicator light inscribed 
‘Dragging Gear Alarm’ and a push-but- 
ton inscribed ‘Pull to Test/Push to 
Cancel Alarm’ and an audible alarm 
have been provided in the signal dia- 
gram in Albury South signalbox. 

When dragging equipment is 
detected by the external equipment, 
the red light will be illuminated and 
the audible alarm will sound. The train 
must be brought to a stand as soon as 
possible, the rollingstock examined 
and the fault rectified. 


Wangaratta: On Tues.25.8 the down 

home departure signal 20, operated 

by lever 60, was relocated 50 metres 

in the down direction. 
On Wed.26.8 the following alter- 

ations took place: 

= Points 47 leading from No.2 to No.3 
track were abolished. 

® Points 48, 49 and 50 were abolished. 

= Sidings C and J were abolished. 

= The down end extensions to Nos. 4 
and 5 tracks were abolished. 

= No.4 track was abolished. 

No.5 and 6 tracks were renumbered 

4 and 5. 

Three disc signals on post 17, two on 

post 19 and two on post 23 were 

abolished. 

The left hand disc on post 23 was 

abolished. 

= New No.50 motor operated points, 
provided with a dual controlled 
point machine for movements from 
the main line to No3 track, were 
provided. 

= Signal post 17, the down home 
departure signal from No.2 track, 
operated by lever 5, was relocated 
60 metres in a down direction. 

= Signal post 23, up home arrival 

signals, calling-on and disc, was 

relocated 60 metres in a down direc- 

tion. 

Signal post 18, down disc signal from 

No.3 track to the main line was 

provided. 

Levers 39, 41, 42, 45, 46, 47, 48, 49, 51, 

62, 63 and 68 were sleeved normal. 


Warrnambool: On Thurs.6.8 the fol- 
lowing alterations took effect: 


e The plunger lock on the crossover 
between Nos. 1 and 2 tracks was 
removed and replaced by a B pattern 
Annett lock. 


= Anew turnout (points B) rodded to 
a Hayes derail and crowder was pro- 
vided at the up end between Nos. 1 
and 2 tracks. 


= Down home signal A, post 3, was 
relocated 140 metres in an up direc- 
tion to a position 140 metres on the 
up side of points B. The signal can 
be operated from the quadrant on 
the platform or from points B. 
Operation from points B requires 
the quadrant lever released by the 
Annett key. 


Nerrin Nerrin: An inspection on 
Wed.9.9 showed the platform intact 
but the shed was dilapidated, with the 
door lying on the floor. 


The platform surface is loose screen- 
ings with timber coping at trackside 
and each end. Its facing is made of hori- 
zontal slabs secured by vertical rails. 


No name board exists, but a 204 km 
post is almost opposite the platform. 
There is no proper access from the 
level crossing about 200 m distant. A 
point lever, some rodding, sleepers 
and pieces of rail and pointwork are 
present in the former siding. 


TENDERS 


The following tenders have been called 
on behalf of Federal and State govern- 
ment departments: 


Department of Transport and Com- 

munications: 

= Organisations interested in provid- 
ing a study of railway workshops. 


Australian Centennial Road Devel- 

opment Project: 

= Construction of twin span bridges 
over St Albans Road and the Ben- 
digo rail line as part of the Western 
Ring Road. 

The following tenders have been 

called on behalf of the PTC: 

= Clearance of all unserviceable sleep- 

ers between Kyneton - Castlemaine 

and Castlemaine - Bendigo on the 

down track. 

Removal of large rocks in the 

Donnybrook area. 

Loading of timber railway sleepers 

into railway wagons at various 

locations. 

Supply and delivery of one auto- 

matic continuous ballast tamping 

machine. 

Collection carriage and delivery of 

Fast Track courier freight and par- 

cels between Melbourne Freight 

Terminal, Outwards Parcels Office 

at Spencer Street and the Melbourne 

metropolitan area. 


Two locomotives from New South Wales provide rides for young fans at the 


Royal Melbourne Show Malcolm McDonald 
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Reviews, amendments, queries, bits and pieces and the odd spot 


PTC CALENDAR 


The PTC has released their 1993 Going 
Places calendar featuring PTC vehicles 
in rural and metropolitan settings. 
Included with the calendar are eight 
free postcards which cover memorable 
events in Victoria’s transport history 
from the very early days through to 
modern times. 


The photographs and layout are of 
very high quality and the calendar is 
available from Met shops and selected 
railway stations for $10.95. 


READERS’ QUESTIONS 


Mr Tony Burgess of PO Box 82, Pad- 
stow NSW, 2211, requests the location 
of T375, supposedly preserved but off- 
register by Mon.27.7. 

Mr Burgess is interested in the lo- 
cation of all the RTs and would like to 
contact others with a view to swapping 
photos of them. 


Mr K Vanstan of Delacombe writes: 
I am an O gauge modeller and whilst 
looking for plans for Thomas the Tank 
Engine’s carriages Annie and Clara- 
belle, 1 searched the 1904 book, Vic- 
torian Railways Rollingstock Branch 
diagrams and particulars of Locomotives, 
Cars Vans and Trucks. 

My search indicated the BH class car 
349, on page 34 and car 114 on page 36 
were both similar to Annie. Both were 
made by The Metropolitan Car Coy in 
1863. 


Q1: Who made the original Annie and 
Clarabelle and when? 


Q2: Was the Metropolitan Car Coy 
British or Australian? 


Q3: What does H in the class designa- 
tion signify? B was second class, was H 
Hobsons Bay? 


Q4: In my search, the plans of B cars on 
page 32 intrigued me as to how one 
used the sanitary accommodation. 
How did one gain access? Did only 
two passengers have access? Did an 
intending user, hopefully soon after 
the need arose, move from his com- 
partment at a station and then wait 
until the next station to move back? 


Older readers will recall the verbal 
warnings, issued when ‘dog-box’ car- 
riages were in use, that the station con- 
venience should be used at stops. The 
notice in the AEC cars was of similar 
content. 


The following Editorial Opinion 
appeared in the AFULE Divisional 
News, October 1992 edition. It is 
reprinted by kind permission of the 
author, Mr M Kavanagh, Divisional 


Secretary: 


HANG ON TO THE END 
WITHOUT HAIR 


On the weekend of the state elections 
I escaped the excitement of the tally 
room telecast and the morbid predic- 
tions of political has-beens to take a 
look at our new section authority 
system in action. The trouble with the 
Alternative Safe Working (ASW) trials 
so far has been that because they are 
between Dunolly-Kulwin (or Robin- 
vale) it takes nearly two working days 
to see it in action. This weekend was a 
bit different because it was run by 
steam. It gave us the opportunity to see 
both ASW and the portable loco dis- 
play unit for steam in action. At least 
that is my excuse for having a ride on 
a steam engine. 


The ASW equipment worked quite 
well, but there was another piece of 
equipment that I saw used that im- 
pressed me. I am now convinced that 
steam is dirty, hot and noisy and 
I would never have started as a fireman 
if I had to shovel coal. Despite this, 
Darryl and Stan seemed to have a ball 
and they worked as a team. There was 
something else that seemed to be a 
throw-back to the past. Several times 
Stan picked up a piece of wood with 
horse hair on it and swept the floor. It 
seemed futile in an environment filled 
with coal, soot and steam but he did a 
damn good job. It’s a pity some diesel 
drivers seem to have lost their pride 
in work. Even I can remember when 
blokes wouldn’t change over if you 
didn’t sweep out the cab first. 


So I am going to issue operating 
instructions for the V/Line Mark III 
banister brush. 


1. Hang on to the end without hair. 


2. Move arm rapidly backwards and 
forwards. 


3. Don’t stop until the damn floor is 
clean! 


Thanks Darryl and Stan, to the other 
ASW test crews and even to the ASW 


mob (baa!). 
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ODD SPOT 


Several trams in Melbourne fea- 
ture internal and external travel 
advertisements. A recent sight- 


ing on a Z class tram revealed 
advertisements for interstate 
V/Line services next to Austra- 
lian Airline’s posters. 


=a be = 
CLASSIFICATION 
YARD 


NEWSRAIL'S 
Buy, Sell or Swap and Wanted 
classified ad column. 


FOR SALE 


Magazines and Books (U.S., N.Z. and Aust.) 
some bound. Tickets, Australian and over- 
seas, some 100 years old. Best offer for ‘VR to 
62’ and ‘Outer Circle Railway’. Phone 
876 2691 — Evenings 7 p.m.-9 p.m. 


Railway and Tramway printed memorabilia — 
unusual tickets, labels, special event covers, 
stamps, postcards and lots more!! Free list of 
offers available from Stafford Stamps, 
Box 73, Kew East 3102. 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections 
of books and magazines on railways. We are 
interested in American, British and Australian 
Railways. We also have lists available of 
books and magazines we have for sale in the 
shop. For a list please send a SSAE to Train 
World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, 
East Brighton 3187. Phone (03) 596 6342. 


Railway videos for sale, priced from $15 - $35. 
For a free list please send SSAE to Steve 
Weston, 3 Elissa Court, Cheltenham, 
Victoria, 3192. 


Divisional Diary 1963-72, Newsrail 1973-83 
— mostly complete sets, VR Newsletter 
1957-72, Railways (VR) 1973-80, The 
Recorder 1977-86, Electric Traction 1978-85, 
Roundhouse 1970-73, Network 1977-87, 
Railroad 1976-78, Trains 1973-81 — most 
issues 50 cents each. Railway Transportation 
1959-68 — mostly complete sets $4.00 per 
set. Phone (03) 583 4598 after 6 p.m. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block 
letters, Include full name, address and phone 
number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. 
Send to Advertising Manager, GPO Box 5177AA, 
Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements 
Is the 20th of each month. All advertisers are 
advised to read the Advertising Conditions before 
placing any advertisement as they contain an 
Indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are avall- 
able on request. 

Charges: Normal rate $2 per line per month. 
Special rate for ARHS members $1 per line per 
month. Minimum charge for all advertisements Is 
4 lines per month. 


BRANCH LINE 


YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY HOBBY CENTRE 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Victoria, 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


TRAIN WORLD 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 596 6342 


This new video production Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 

captures the historic charm of 10 a.m. — 6.30 p.m. 10 a.m.—9 p.m. 9a.m.—5 p.m. 
Australia’s premier preserved Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
steam railway, together with the Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 
colour and splendour of the Direct Importers Bankcard welcome 


mountain scenery while taking 
the traveller along the line. 


Highlights include: 

e Double-headed Puffing Billy 
locomotives 

e ‘Climax’ locomotive No. 1694 

e Menzies Creek Steam Museum 
e ‘Peckett’ locomotive. 


Price a $29.95 plus $4 handling & postage. 


We accept Bankcard, MasterCard, Visa. 
Weir phoueyour ardernow to: * NEW RELEASE FROM RAILMACx 


Puffing Billy Railway, "V/LINE LOCOMOTIVES' $3.95 + $2.50 p&p 
FO. Box 451, Belgrave, (A well ilustrated and detailed fleet listing) 


Victoria 3160 ilable f ; ; Kj er 
Telephone: (03) 754 6800 (Business hours) Aval : your Railmac or direct 
the publisher: 


P.O Box 290, ELIZABETH 5112 


TRS ENGIN SHaD 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Wednesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


40 Market Street Telephone 
Melbourne, Victoria (03) 621 2238 
RAILFAN Australia 3000 
SHOP 


Australia’s largest range of Railway, Tramway and Bus magazines and 
Books, Slides, Photographs, Video Tapes, Records, Badges, etc., from 
Australia and overseas. 


PLUS New and Second-hand Railway Models. 


We stock e¢ Peco Track and Accessories — Both HO and N scales 
© Powerline Models 
e Replica Railways Authentic OO Gauge Models 
© Roco Railways 

e Lima Railways HO and OO scales 
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Hornby Railways OO scale 

Broad Gauge Models Victorian Kits and Accessories 
Broad Gauge Bodies Decals and Kits 

Victorian Railway Memorabilia 


SD? 
i a a a 


If we do not have what you are looking for we will try to get it for you. 
Mail Order attended to promptly. 


We accept American Express, Bankcard, Diners Club, Mastercard and Visa. 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


OPEN FOR BUSINESS 


9 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. Monday to Thursday — 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Friday 
9.30 a.m. to 12.30 p.m. Saturday 


We look forward to your custom 
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